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Prof. (Dr.) Bailram Bharggva, Padma Shri " ﬁ;;’,‘n‘f,!ﬂ r:,f: I;:::g s
MD, DM, FRCP (Giasg.}, FRCP (Egin.), i |
e i
Secretary to the Government of India V. Ramalingaswami Bhawan, Ansari Nagar
.Depanmenlcfﬁeamﬁﬂmarch New Deihi - 110 029
Mffﬁom of Health & Family Weifare ELO' No. /Head/ECD/Misc/COVID-19/2020
irector-General, ICMR : Dated, the 19" April 2020
/ —

Dear colleagues,

As you are aware that till the time we find curative remedy against COVID-19; most
effective containment strategy has been Lockdown. All of you have demonstrated
highest level of commitment for ensuring best possible implementation of lockdown
till now. However, considering the long-term implications, clear instructions have
been shared earlier by Union Secretary HFW wide DO. No. Z-21020/16/2020-PH
dated 15.04.2020. For further empowering the decision making at State and district
level, National Task Force for COVID-19 and the Epidemiology Expert Group
constituted by ICMR were entrusted to develop scientific protocol for population
based national sero-prevalence of COVID-19. This will be complementary to
herculean efforts of State and central disease surveillance and overall COVID-19
response.

Accordingly, our national expert group of epidemiologists has finalized the protocol
for use at district level. Survey will be conducted in 82 districts in 25 states (list is
placed at annexure I). This list of districts is not restrictive and can be followed by

any other districts also, if desired; subject to availability of their own resources
including the testing kits.

| personally request your kind attention and further guidance to respective District
Collectors to lead this important time bound survey using Rapid Antibody Test kits.
We expect support for survey for travel, local movement and transport for identified
survey staff (ICMR staff, supervision and monitoring staff), police protection (as and
when needed), PPE (gloves and surgical masks for staff), lancet and cotton swabs
etc. and biomedical waste management facility, local assistance by health staff.
Sample size per district is 400; and survey can be completed within a day with 10
teams in a district, if preparation is done beforehand. Mobile application developed
for this purpose by NIC will be used for data entry by the teams conducting the
survey and analytical support will be provided by ICMR. Summary of requirement for
support from districts (annexure Il), important nodal contact persons/designations
(annexure Ilf) and simple instructions (annexure IV) are attached along with the

Tele.: 26588204, 26589620, Fax (Off.) : 91-11-26588662, E-mail: secy-dg@icmr.gov.in
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detailed protocol (annexure V). Simple video will also be shared for demonstration
of Rapid Antibody Testing for field staff. Also, a PPT for demonstration of the mobile
application will be shred over email to all districts.

To facilitate quality implementation of survey kindly consider to engage all ICMR
institutes, Community Medicine department of all Medical colleges, Public Health
Institutes (IIPH, IPH, IHMR, SCTIMST etc) and WHO-SMOs / TB / NTD Consultants
for assistance at district level for monitoring the survey.

I request you to personally review the progress in this important task with Health
Department and District Collectors so that further decision making can be based on
local community based scientific evidences.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

( Balram Bhargava )

Chief Secretaries (all States)
Cc: for necessary action :
1. Principal Secretary, Health (all States / UTs)

2. MD, NHM (all States / UTs)
3. Dr Henk Bekedam, WHO Representative to India
4. Director, All ICMR Institutes
5. Dr Sanjay Zodpey, President, IAPSM
6. Head of Community Medicine (All Medical Colleges)
Cc: for information to :
1. Ms Preeti Sudan, Secretary (Health & F.W.), MoHFW, Nirman Bhavan, New
Delhi

2. Shri Sanjeeva Kumar, Special Secretary (Health), Nirman Bhavan, New Delhi

3. Ms Vandana Gurnani, AS & MD (NHM), Nirman Bhavan, New Delhi

4. Shri Luv Agrawal, Joint Secretary, MoHFW, Nirman Bhavan, New Delhi

5. Shri Vikas Sheel, Joint Secretary, (TB, Policy), MoHFW, Nirman Bhavan, New
Delhi



Sr No|State/UT District NIRT Survey team|Monitoring support Institute Institute to receive kits from _%
46 |NAGALAND MON - State/District Health Admin 1000
47 |ODISHA RAYAGADA oD RMRI, Bhubaneshwar
48 |ODISHA GANJAM oD RMRI, Bhubaneshwar 1500
49 |ODISHA KORAPUT oD RMRI, Bhubaneshwar
50 [PUNJAB GURDASPUR PB STDC, Patiala iy
51 [PUNJAB JALANDHAR PB STDC, Patiala 1500
52 |HARYANA KURUKSHETRA PB STDC, Patiala & STC Haryana
53 |RAJASTHAN DAUSA RJ NIIR-NCD / DMRC, Jodhpur = i
54 [RAJASTHAN JALORE R NIIR-NCD / DMRC, Jodhpur
55 [RAJASTHAN RAJSAMAND R NIIR-NCD / DMRC, Jodhpur 2500
56 |RAJASTHAN SIKAR ‘ - State/District Health Admin
57 [RAJASTHAN UDAIPUR - State/District Health Admin
58 [TAMIL NADU COIMBATORE TN NIRT, Chenai
59 [TAMIL NADU TIRUVANNAMALAI TN NIRT, Chenai —
60 [TAMIL NADU VILUPPURAM TN NIRT, Chenai
61 [TAMIL NADU CHENNAI - State/District Health Admin
62 |[TELANGANA JANGOAN TS NIN, Hyderbad & STDC Hydertabad
63 |[TELANGANA KAMAREDDY TS NIN, Hyderbad & STDC Hydertabad 1500
64 |[TELANGANA NALGONDA TS NIN, Hyderbad & STDC Hydertabad
M&Mﬂ\mw UTTAR PRADESH AMROHA "~ . UP W NICPR, Noida
2.| 66 [UTTAR PRADESH SAHARANPUR UP W NICPR, Noida 1500
2,| 67 |UTTAR PRADESH GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR ~ UPw NICPR, Noida
4| 68 |UTTAR PRADESH BAREILLY UPC JALMA, Agra .
G| 69 |UTTAR PRADESH BALRAMPUR _ UPC JALMA, Agra

M
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Sr No|State/UT District NIRT Survey team|Monitoring support Institute Institute to receive kits from ICMR
70 |UTTAR PRADESH MAU ‘. upcC JALMA, Agra
" [-71 [UTTAR PRADESH AURAIYA . UPE RMRC, Gorakhpur
72 |UTTAR PRADESH GONDA \ UPE RMRC, Gorakhpur 1500
©73 |UTTAR PRADESH UNNAO v UPE RMRC, Gorakhpur
74 |UTTARAKHAND PAURI GARHWAL HP UK JnK JALMA, Agra
75 [JAMMU AND KASHMIR [PULWAMA HP UKInK  [JALMA, Agra 1500
76 |HIMACHAL PRADESH KULLU HP UK JnK JALMA, Agra
77 |WEST BENGAL Jhargram WB NICED, Kolkata
78 |WEST BENGAL ALIPURDUAR WB NICED, Kolkata 3500
79 |WEST BENGAL BANKURA WB NICED, Kolkata
80 |(WEST BENGAL KOLKATA * WB 2 NICED, Kolkata
81 |Delhi West Delhi * - State/District Health Admin 500
42000

* May modus operandi will be discussed with state before we proceed
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SL State Address Nodal Phone Email id
No Officers Number
Gate, Patiala Punjab 2. Dr Jastej 94174 94837
147001 Kullar, STO
Punjab
5 | Telangana ICMR - National Institute of | Dr A Laxmiah, | 93951 13419 laxmiaha@ninindia.org,
Nutrition, Beside Tarnaka Scientist G laxmanavula09@gmail.co
Metro Station, Jamai- m
Osmania P O, Hyderabad,
Telanagana 500007
6 | Chattisgarh | State TB Training and Dr Vijay 94252 61711, | drvkshukla711@gmail.com
Demonstration Centre Shukla, STDC | 70009 89892
(S8TDC), District Hospital In Charge
Campus, Near Krishi Mandi, drdas60@rediffmail.com
Devendra Nagar, Pandri, (Dr Dasarathi Das)
Raipur, Chattisgarh 492004
7 | Madhya ICMR - National Institute for | Dr Jyothi T 99263 15005 | jbhat@nirth.res.in,
Pradesh Research in Tribal Health, Bhat, bhatdr@gmail.com
Nagpur Road, Near NSCB Scientist E
Medical College,
Dhanvantari Nagar, Shastri
Nagar, Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh 482 003
8 | Bihar ICMR - Rajendra Memorial | Dr (Major) 99340 64900 madhukarcaptpatna@yaho
Institute of Medical Madhukar, 0.com
Sciences, Agamkuan, Scientist B
Patna, Bihar 800007
9 | Andhra State TB Training and Dr Ravi, 98665 30639 ntpsapstdc@gmail.com
Pradesh Demonstration Centre Microbiologist
(STDC), TB and Chest IRL
Disease Campus, Chinna
Waltair, Pedda Waltair,
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh 530013
10 | Odisha ICMR - Regional Medical Dr Dasarathi | 94379 20085 drddasrmrc@amail.com
Research Centre (RMRC), Das, Scientist
Chandrasekharpur, E
?g;Jg;geshwar, Odisha driyotirmayeeturuk@gmail.
com (Dr Jyotirmayee
Turuk)
11 | West Bengal | ICMR - National Institute of | Dr Alok Deb adeb02@yahoo.com (Dr
Cholera and Enteric Alok Deb
Diseases, P 33, CIT Road,
Scheme XM, Beleghata,
Kolkata, West Bengal
700010
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Annexure Il

Important nodal persons / designations as Contact person

1] National level:

2 o

2.

o o

Coordination with ICMR Hg: Dr Manoj Murhekar, Director, NIE, ICMR (Mobile:
9444414663; email: mmurhekar@nieicmr.org.in; mmurhekar@gmail.com)
Coordination with ICMR Survey Teams / Technical issues: Dr Kiran Rade,
NPO(TB) Epidemiologist, WHO India (email: drkiranrade@gmail.com;
radek@who.int; Mobile: 9810704609)

Movement and reporting by ICMR survey teams to District Collector: Dr Sriram
Selvaraju, Scientist D, NIRT, Chennai / ICMR Email: sriram.s@nirt.in; Mobile:
9600479021)

Random selection of 10 clusters in each district, analysis: Dr Tarun Bhatnagar,
Scientist E, NIE/ ICMR (email: tarunbhatnagar@nie.gov.in; Mob:9962180594)
For mobile application — NIC/Hg Mr Sunil Bhushan, (DDG) (Backend)

For mobile application (frontend) login / password - Dr Tarun Bhatnagar,
Scientist E, NIE/ ICMR (Mob:9962180594) and Dr Harpreet Singh, Scientist
ICMR (Hg) (Mob: 9999496965)

2] State level:
Nodal Officer for sero-survey to be nominated by respective States

Nodal officer from ICMR institutes/TBPS nodal officer are as below:

SL State Address Nodal Phone Email id
No Officers Number
1 | Maharashtra | ICMR - National AIDS Dr Sampada 72189 17937, | sdhayarkar@gmail.com,
Research Institute, 73 'G’ Bangar, 77589 91085 sdhayarkar@nariindia.org
Block, MIDC, Bhosari, Pune | Scientist D
411026 PB No
1895
2 | Guijarat g’)MR - Nataonal Institute of | Dr Rakesh 95352 28260 balachandar.rakesh@gm
ccupational Health, Balachandr, |.com
Meghani Nagar, Scientist D
Ahmedabad, Gujarat
380016
3 | Rajasthan ICMR - Desert Medicine
Research Centre, New Pali éia[:ltfamilan gggg; éi;gi dentamilan@gmeil.com
Road, Jodhpur, Rajasthan D, Scientist C
342005 '
4 | Punjab State TB Training and 1.Dr Vishal 94635 89236
Demonstration centre Chopra STDC
(STDC), TB Hospital, Lahori | Director stopn@rntcp.org
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Annexure IV
Important instructions - district level sero-survey for COVID-19

A] State level: Issue instructions to respective districts. If needed convert the
instructions into local language

B] District level:

Task to be achieved: 400 adults to be tested by 10 team in 10 clusters (villages/wards)
selected randomly maintaining rural : urban ratio.

Selecting 40 individuals in each cluster: 4 random points for each cluster

10 individuals from 10 households (one from household) for each random point (10x4)
Total sample in district 400 = 10 teams x 4 random points x 10 individuals

Which person from household to be selected:

Number of Adult | Number of Adults in the household
Women in Household | 1 2 3 4 or more
0 Man Youngest Man | Youngest Man Oldest Man
1 Woman | Woman Oldest Man Woman
2 - | Oldest Woman | Man Oldest Man
3 | Youngest Woman | Man
4 or more | Oldest Woman

Test to be done: Rapid Antibody Test kit for COVID-19 using capillary blood with finger
prick method using 10-20 uL (2-4 drops) blood with results in around 15 minute
Temperature: to be maintained for kits - @ room temperature (2-30 °C)

RATI: All data to be recorded in mobile application - Rapid Antibody Test for India

Result of test:

Control Line (C) s s c C
TestLine (T) s T T e T

Advice on test: This test is not diagnostic; it tells if there is already developed immunity
against COVID-19

e Invalid result: Repeat Test
¢ Positive result: Consult doctor for interpretation

o !f symptomompatic - Consider RT-PCT testing (Complete quarantine;
if already in quarantine)
o If non-symptomatic @ Observe social distancing and cough etiquettes
e Negative result: Observe social distancing and cough etiquettes




SL State Address Nodal Phone Email id
No Officers Number
12 | Assam ICMR - Regional Medical Dr Rekha 94353 34900, | krekha75@yahoo.co.in
Research Centre (RMRC), Devi, Scientist | 78382 18708
N.E Region (ICMR), PBNo | E
105, Dibrugarh, Assam
786001
13 | Jharkhand State TB Cell (STC), State Dr Amarendra | 94376 94368, | amarmaha@gmail.com
TB Office, 2nd Floor, Health | Mohapatra, 79786 79124
Directorate, Namkum, Scientist F
Ranchi, Jharkhand 834010
14 | Uttar ICMR - National JALMA Dr Avi Kumar | 90121 75175 bansalavikumar@gmail.co
Pradesh Institute for Leprosy and Bansal, m
Other Mycobacterial Scientist D
Diseases, Dr M Miyazaki
Marg, Tajgang, Agra
282001
15 | Kerala State TB Cell, Red Cross Dr Sunil 94471 55334 stokl@rntcp.org
Road, General Hospital Kumar M,
Junction, STO Kerala
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala 695035
16 | Tamil Nadu | ICMR - National Institute for | Dr Sriram 96004 79021 selvarajushetp@gmail.com
Research in Tuberculosis Selvaraju . Sriram.s@nirt.res.in
(NIRT), NO 1 Mayor
Sathyamoorthi Road,
Chetpet, Chennai, Tamil
Nadu 600031
17 | Karnataka NTI Bangalore Dr Chethana drec.rangaraju@gov.in
&/UP East RMRC Gorakhpur Dr Gaurav 08382 78864 | grdnikhil@gmail.com
19 | Delhi team NICPR, Noida Dr Smitha 98106 22149 smitasanjay97 @yahoo.co
Asthana m
Dr Alka
(alka.turukicmr@gmail.co
m)

3] District level:
District Collectors to nominate nodal District level Officers & District Data entry
Operator — to be communicated to health survey staff
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